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it the use of Nazi research data should
rdemonstration that the most widcly
Dachau hypothermia experiments,
worthless. The debate continues about
L ablication of uncthical research in the
| post -&u.n the present time.

- The Committee on Bioethical Issucs of the Medical So-
_&n_x..& the m..-ﬁ.a_. New York condemns unethical scien-
Aific experiments of any type. The immorality of the cruel
World War Il experiments has 1o be considered in a spe-
gﬂﬁuﬂu. and data stemming from them, even if they
i Hﬁanpz_ea used, No research

1 atan 0

E.-__... should be given noonﬂwuﬁnhﬂ M ﬁ

ple is “subhu
lized society.

ere designed to
10 battle most
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| critical control is maintained by the rescarchers

7 Inaccidental bypothermin, JAMA 1570; 2121 5. o TS Eermal rew

tus came by law, regulation, and guidelincs, Howey

selves based on their own innate code of ethics, to w h
added learning, both formal—teaching of proper resedr
and its conduct—and informal —teaching by prece
example by mentors and peers, feion]

Sigaificant contributions in this regard arc made by
stitutional review boards (for human studies) and by
tutional animal care and use committees. With their
appreciated and supported, these committees are p
w__-_ _W..ﬁ notonly as averseers but also as teaching m

Neither thoughtlessness, nor eallousness, nor gl
ethical or scientific requirements s oa%.“zn. uwﬁﬁ__
must leam that research must have a rational basis and
hiere to principles of moral and cthical behavior,
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FROM THE LIBRARY

NAZI PHYSICIANS
As this is being written at least 23 doctors of medicine and numerous German scientists, medical
administrators, and otbers are being brought (o trial for “atrocities™ against prisoners, the indictments

f“_aw under four counts: conspiracy, war crimes, crimes against humanity, and membership in __..q.
~ crimin

organization of the Elite Guard which practiced a macabre science of killing.!
AL -"H request of the Federal government, the Board of Trustees of the American Medical Associa- -
tion delegated Dr. A. C. Ivy, vice-president of the University of Illinois, *To represent the Association

in an investigation of these acts of inhumanity. . "™
The trials will develop the testimony and show the

degroe of participation and guilt of these physi-

in such aets of inhumanity, To us, the abandonment of all professional E&uriua from
o.."m__“__.ﬂn_ﬁ ”_._.niEH conduct _w.—& on the welfare of the individual patienl seems inconceivable, The
foundation of the confidence in any physician by his patient is based upon the belief that the doctor,
with all available knowledge and means, will fight to the last ditch to alleviate suffering and to cure if
possible, This is the doctor-patient relationship, _q__n -m_.__n qua non of the art of medicine. It permits of no
compromise, no diserimination, no relaxation of vigilance.

ﬁ.._._“_.._“.___". Sw”w and degrading thing to which some Nazi doctors allegedly descended merely serves 1o
fllustrate, in our opinion, the dangerous impact of palitical ideology on professional standards. In this
instance it was the lunatic docirines of Hitler's debased philosophy. But what oceurred as a result,
exemplified by these tragic instances, should be thoughtfully considered by those who would promote

“state medicine,”

edical education, medical practice, and medical .aﬁnana by the state can, in extreme
Bm..u_"_uho.___. Hﬂﬂoﬂ_o‘ produce extreme moral degradation. But these instances are merely the outstanding

examples, What of civil practice under statism?

In an cra of rapid scientific discovery not only in 31:1:“. but also in thearetic mathematics, physics,
chemistry, and allied [ields the capture of the medical profession by the system of state socialism
initiated by Bismarck in Germany did not hinder but actually assisted the growth and progress of
medical science by throwing behind the universities the resources of the state. One remembers the

initial progress made with admiration,

But if the financial resources of the state were of benefit initially to medical science, these benefils

d not be divorced from the political system which produced them. Medicine was thus integrated
__u_“ﬁ__ra.ﬁaa of state socialism with the result that it became dependent utterly upon the system. The

result we have seen,

As the state deteriorated to national socialism under inhuman and perverted leadership, medicine
and aan_n.__ men deteriorated likewise. 1t is well to remember from this object lesson that what the state
can do for you is often not so important as what the state can do fo you, It is something to think about.

I New Vork Times, Dec. 10, 1946,
T LAMA, 132 TI4 (Nov, 23) 1946,

(NVY Stare J Med 1947, 47: 361)

FEBRUARY 109 1/NEW YORK STATE JOURNAL OF MEDICINE

59



